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Born in Oxford in the United Kingdom, Gugu Mbatha-Raw  trained at the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art in London. Her first professional role was in an Open Air production of
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It” as Celia. Following this, she landed roles at Manchester’s Royal
Exchange Theatre, where she performed in “Antony and Cleopatra” and the title role of Juliet in
“Romeo and Juliet,” opposite Andrew Garfield, for which she was nominated for the 
Manchester Evening News Award
for Best Actress in 2005.

  

Gugu Mabatha-Raw's other stage credits include the critically-acclaimed “Big White Fog” at the
Almeida Theatre and David Hare’s “Gethsemane,” a production at the National Theatre that
later toured the UK. She made her West End debut as Ophelia in “Hamlet” opposite Jude Law.
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Her British television credits include “M15/Spooks,” “Dr. Who,” “Marple – Ordeal by Innocence,”
“Bonekickers,” and “Fallout.” She subsequently starred as Samantha Bloom in the JJ Abrams
NBC series “Undercovers,” for which she was nominated for an NAACP award for best actress
in a television series.

      

In 2011, she landed her breakout big screen role in Larry Crowne, directed by Tom Hanks and
co-starring Julia Roberts. More recently, she played the title character in Fox Searchlight’s
highly-acclaimed period drama 
Belle
, alongside Tom Wilkinson, Emily Watson, Miranda Richardson, Sam Reid and Matthew Goode.

  

Gugu Mabatha-Raw next starred alongside Minnie Driver, Nate Parker and Danny Glover in Be
yond the Lights
, a love story set in the music world. In February of 2015, she was seen in Andy and Lana
Wachowski’s 
Jupiter Ascending
, starring Channing Tatum, Mila Kunis and Eddie Redmayne. And she is set to co-star opposite
Matthew McConaughey in 
The Free State of Jones
, a Civil War action-drama written and directed by Gary Ross which be released next May.

  

Here, Gugu Mabatha-Raw talks about her latest role playing Will Smith 's wife in Concussion ,
a drama about the National Football League's attempt to discredit 
Dr. Omalu
, 
the pathologist
whose research uncovered the link between hits to the head and the early onset of a host of
neurological disorders in football players.

  

[Our website is the first Canadian online magazine that posted this interview]

  

Kam Williams: Hi, Gugu [Mabatha-Raw]. I'm delighted to have another opportunity to
speak with you.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUJPxeIISho
music-and-dvds/325-concussion-film-review.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOKvhcBelwQ
health/374-exclusive-interview-with-the-heart-and-soul-of-the-movie-concussion-the-pathologist-dr-omalu-md.html
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Gugu Mbatha-Raw: Sure! How have you been, Kam [Williams]?

  

KW: I really enjoyed Concussion, including your performance. How did you enjoy
making the film?

  

GMR: Oh, it was a really great experience. [Writer/director] Peter Landesman was so
passionate about the movie and about Bennet's [Dr. Bennet Omalu] story. And having an
opportunity to work with Will Smith was huge, obviously. I was also excited about transforming
in this role. And it was fun working in Pittsburgh, the home of the Steelers, since I'd never been
there before. And I found the city and its history quite fascinating.
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                                        KW: Was shooting in Pittsburgh at all awkward for the production, given how the moviepresents the NFL in a bad light.  GMR: No, I never really felt any animosity. I think people were really thrilled that we weremaking a movie there. While the film raises questions about the ethics of the NFL, it really isn'tanti-football. Overall, it's very supportive of the players in the way it discusses the CTE ChronicTraumatic Encephalopathy. So, we had a great experience in Pittsburgh.  KW: I told my readers I'd be interviewing you, so I want to mix in some of their questionswith mine.  GMR: Sure.  KW: Editor/Legist Patricia Turnier [of www.megadiversities.com ] says: I really likedyour performances in Belleand Beyond the Lights, and I love the soundtrack, especially the song "Blackbird" you sang on the Beyond the Lightssoundtrack. How did you prepare to play Prema [Mutiso]?  GMR: Well, Prema [Mutiso]'s very much the emotional, driving force of the film in many ways.She's serves as Dr. Bennet Omalu's moral compass. I started with the script, working with Peter[Landesman]. And I got some medical advice from friends of mineand from my parents, who are both medics. It was great to have my mom on standby.[Chuckles]  KW: Did you meet with Prema [Mutiso]?  GMR: Yes, but not until the end of the process. She was a little reticent about being involved.So, I wanted to respect her wishes. On the other hand, that meant we could have a little artisticlicense in creating Prema [Mutiso] for the film. I also worked with a dialect coach whohelped me with the Kenyan intonations, since Prema [Mutiso]'s from Kenya. And then we did some rehearsals with Peter and Will [Smith]prior to shooting.  KW: Will Smith was famous for memorizing his co-star's lines early in his career. If youwatch episodes of the Fresh Prince, you can often see him mouthing other actors' linesas they speak. Did he do that with you?  GMR: [Laughs out loud] I've heard him talk about that. I can safely say he doesn't do thatanymore. [Laughs some more] Will [Smith] is such a phenomenal actor. Everyone knowshis personality as a movie star, but he really transformed himself into Dr. Bennet Omalu for thisfilm. It was a very powerful, dramatic role for him.  KW: How was it working with him?  GMR: It was really joyful experience. He such a professional. He's very hard-working, but healso has a great sense of humor. So, he was a fun person to be around on the set.  
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  KW: Harriet Pakula-Teweles asks: How does Dr. Omalu's battle resonate with youpersonally?  GMR: Wow! Well, I really respect Dr. Bennet Omalu, because his journey is a fight for exposingthe truth. I really love that kind of David and Goliath story where you see the underdog rise anddo what's right. I can really relate to that morality challenge. Also, as an immigrant to the UnitedStates myself, I can relate to the journey of being a foreigner in a new country. I think that canbe good when you see things from a fresh perspective, since you're not being numbed by theculture you grew up in. You're seeing things anew. If Dr. Bennet Omalu hadn't grown up inNigeria, would he have been the person to have identified CTE as so damaging to footballplayers. I don't know. I feel that, sometimes, a fresh perspectives allows for clarity.  KW: Patricia [Turnier] is wondering whether you are going to appear in Star WarsEpisode VIII .  GMR: [Laughs heartily] No, that's just a rumor.  KW: She'd also like to know what you think of Simone De Beauvoir's famous quote: "Oneis not born, but rather becomes a woman."  GMR: I've never heard that quote before. It's very interesting. I think it's about ownership andauthenticity. I suppose we all grow into ourselves. I guess it depends on how you defineyourself. I love the idea that we all become more ourselves as we go through life. Sometimes,it's about shedding skins to get in touch with who you really are underneath.  KW: Is there any question no one ever asks you, that you wish someone would?  GMR: I can't really think of one off the top of my head.  KW: The Ling-Ju Yen question: What is your earliest childhood memory?  GMR: Some nice memories of being at my grandmother's house with my mom. Mygrandmother passed away when I was 3.  KW: What was your very first job?  GMR: I worked for Pizza Hut in Oxford. I got a job there in my summer holidays when I was 16.  KW: If you could have one wish instantly granted, what would that be for?  GMR: World peace.  KW: The Uduak Oduok question: Who is your favorite clothes designer?  GMR: Oh, god! That's tricky. I have so many, and I'm always discovering new designers.Luckily, I have a great stylist who sort of helps me out with that stuff. I really, really love CarolinaHerrera and Alexander McQueen. I also love British designers like Burberry.  KW: I thought Burberry only made men's raincoats.  GMR: No, they have a huge range. I've worn a few of their gowns. They even do makeup.  KW: The “Realtor to the Stars” Jimmy Bayan’s question: What’s your dream locale inLos Angeles to live?  GMR: That's hard for me to say. I'm still discovering Los Angeles, to be honest with you. I knowcertain pockets quite well... the beach ... the Eastside... It would be great to live right by the seaon the beach... on the sand. I know that would be prime real estate, but that would be fun.  KW: The Viola Davis question: What’s the biggest difference between who you are athome as opposed to the person we see on the red carpet?  GMR: Well... makeup? [Giggles] Yes, makeup and nice clothes. I'm pretty casual in myday-to-day life.  KW: Larry Greenberg asks: Do you have a favorite movie monster?  GMR: I love Ursula from The Little Mermaid, although I don't know if she's really a monster. Butshe was sort of evil and fabulous. .  KW: The Anthony Mackie question: Is there anything that you promised yourself you’ddo if you became famous, that you still haven’t done yet?  GMR: Am I really famous? I don't really know. That's not something I've ever thought about. Ibelieve you've always got to live life fearlessly. I don't think you should wait to be recognizableto do the things you love.  KW: What advice do you have for anyone who wants to follow in your footsteps?  GMR: Make your own path. You definitely have to stay true to who you are. Following insomeone's footsteps is a nice idea but, ultimately, there's only one you, and you have to makeyour own way.  KW: What is your guiltiest pleasure?  GMR: [Laughs out loud] Probably having massages. That's the one thing that seems to help meget over jet lag.  KW: Finally, what’s in your wallet?  GMR: Let me see... Right now I have some South African rands, some American dollars andsome British pounds.which probably tells you I've been traveling a lot.  KW: It sure does. Well, thanks again for the time, Gugu [Mabatha-Raw], and best of luckwith Concussion.  GMR: Thanks very much, Kam [Williams]. Bye.               Filmography:  Year Title  2011 Larry Crowne 2012 Odd Thomas 2013 Belle 2014 Beyond the Lights2015 Jupiter Ascending2015 The Whole Truth 2015 Concussion 2016 The Free State of Jones 2017 Beauty and the Beast   Theatre:  Year   Title  1999 Into The Woods 2005 Antony and Cleopatra 2005 Romeo and Juliet 2008 Gethsemane2009–10 Hamlet (opposite Jude Law)2015 Nell Gwynn   Work on Television:  Year Title Role   2004 Holby City 2006 Vital Signs2006 Walk Away and I Stumble2006 Bad Girls 2007 Spooks 2007 Doctor Who 2007 Doctor Who Confidential2007 Marple 2008 Lost in Austen 2008 Bonekickers 2008 Trial & Retribution 2009 Fallout 2010 Undercovers2012 Touch 2015 Galaxy World of Alisa  Source: www.wikipedia.org  -------------------------------------------------------  About the author of this interview: Kam Williams is a syndicated film and book critic whowrites for 100+ publications around the U.S., Europe, Asia, Africa, Canada, and the Caribbean.He is a member of the New York Film Critics Online, the NAACP Image Awards NominatingCommittee, and Rotten Tomatoes. He is a contributor to TheLoop21.com, eurweb.com and soon.  He is also a columnist for our webmag www.megadiversities.com.  One of his interviewsmade the cover of Heart and Soul magazine last fall.  One of Kam Williams' interviews withSpike Lee is included in the 2002 book entitled Spike Lee: Interviews (Conversations withfilmmakers).  This book collects the best interviews of Lee.  Some of Kam Williams' articles aretranslated into Chinese and Spanish.  In 2008, he was Voted Most Outstanding Journalist of theDecade by the Disilgold Soul Literary Review.  In addition, he has been honored at the U.N. (forBMORENEWS GLOBAL FORUM ON WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT) on June 15th 2012 by theFoundation for the Support of the United Nations (FSUN). Williams is an erudite Attorney whoholds a BA in Black Studies from Cornell University, an MA in English from Brown University, anM.B.A. from The Wharton School, and a J.D. from Boston University. Recently, he was featuredon this website:   http://www.caribbeanlifenews.com/stories/2015.   Kam Williams is a member ofthe Bar in NJ, NY, CT, PA, MA & US Supreme Court bars. He lives in Princeton, (New Jersey)with his wife and son. Kam Williams can be reached at  kwilliams@megadiversities.com.
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