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Alicia Keys  burst on the scene in April of 2001 with the release of the single Fallin' from Songs
in A Minor, the critically-acclaimed debut album which launched her meteoric rise. A piano
prodigy who studied both jazz and classical composition at the prestigious Professional
Performance Arts School of Manhattan, the class valedictorian was admitted to Columbia
University at just 16 years of age, but soon took a leave to pursue her musical career. Among
the many accolades she's already collected are 15 Grammys, along with multiple American
Music, Billboard, Soul Train, Teen Choice, People's Choice, NAACP Image, Rolling Stone
Magazine, VH1 and BET Awards.

  

Hailing from Harlem, Alicia Keys  was born on January 25, 1980 to Teresa Auguello, a
paralegal, and Craig Cook, a flight attendant. The stunning diva is a delicious mix of Irish,
Italian, Jamaican and Puerto Rican lineage, and she's been named one of People Magazine's
50 Most Beautiful People, FHM Magazine's 100 Sexiest Women in the World, Maxim
Magazine's Hot 100 and VH1's 100 Sexiest Artists.

  

A true Renaissance woman, Alicia Keys  is not only a gifted
singer/songwriter/arranger/musician/actress, but also the author of a best-selling book
comprised of poetry, lyrics and intimate reflections called 
Tears for Water
.  She made her big screen debut in 2006 playing a seductive yet ruthless assassin in 
Smokin' Aces
, following that well-received outing with a measured performance as Scarlett Johansson's best
friend in 
The Nanny Diaries
.

      

Alicia Keys  is about to make cinematic history as half of the first duet (with Jack White) ever to
perform a James Bond theme on a 007 movie soundtrack, namely, "Another Way to Die," in the
upcoming Quantum of Solace. Despite her incredibly busy schedule, she makes time for
philanthropic work with numerous charities, most notably, Keep a Child Alive ( http:/
/www.keepachildalive.org/main.html
), an organization she co-founded which is dedicated to delivering life-saving medicines directly
to AIDS victims in Africa. On November 13th, Alicia Keys and some very famous friends will be
performing in NYC at a benefit dinner/concert. (For more details, call (718) 965-1111).

  

Here, she talks about her latest film The Secret Life of Bees, a touching tale of female
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empowerment set in the Sixties at the height of the Civil Rights Movement. She turns in what
proved to be the movie's most memorable performance as June Boatwright, despite being
surrounded by a stellar cast which included Academy Award-winner Jennifer Hudson, and a
couple of Oscar-nominees in Queen Latifah and Sophie Okonedo.

  

[The following interview was conducted in 2008. Since then, Alicia Keys became the first Black
artist to be the spokesperson for the Dahlia Divin’s Givenchy fragrance. Throughout her career,
she participated in many philanthropic work: the telethon’s response to the 2010 Haiti
earthquake, etc .]

  

KW: Thanks for the time, Alicia [Keys]. I'm really honored.

  

AK: Thank you, sir, I appreciate that so much.
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KW: I feel terrible, because it's so late and I understand you're in Germany and you just
came offstage after performing a big concert. You must be exhausted.

  

AK: Yes, and you should feel awful! [Laughs out loud] No, I'm good. I'm definitely good. I had a
good show, and it takes me a little while to settle down anyway.

  

KW: Well, I wanted to talk to you about The Secret Life of Bees.

  

AK: I loved this movie, so I want to do this.

  

KW: I don't want to spoil the movie for anyone who hasn't seen it, but there's a scene
early in the picture where a character silently opens up a tiny, folded piece of paper
which says something about the Civil Rights Movement. When I read it, I started crying
right then and there, and my eyes remained watery until the very end.

  

AK: Wow! Well, I'm so glad that it moved you, because it moved me, too.

  

KW: The film had so many subtle touches like that which delivered an emotional wallop.
Its effective use of space and emptiness reminded me of your music.

  

AK: That is a beautiful image, and thank you for comparing it to my music. I appreciate that so
much. I agree that Gina [Director Gina Prince-Bythewood] did an amazing job. And everybody
involved loved it from the minute they signed on. She created a very nourishing environment on
the set, where we just supported each other and wanted to do an incredible job. So, I'm really,
really happy about how Gina [Prince-Bythewood]  was able to be so subtle, yet so strong.

  

KW: To me, it was the most important film of its type since Eve's Bayou. Have you seen
that film?
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AK: Funny you should mention it, because I watched Eve's Bayou prior to beginning work on
this one because I felt it would have a similar vibe. Also, I wanted to watch it for the accents,
figuring it would give you a nice feel for the regional dialects, given that it was set in the Bayou.
But did you know they didn't do any dialects in that film?

  

KW: I never noticed that.

  

AK: That was really funny, but it was still a great movie.

  

KW: What did you base your interpretation of June Boatwright on?

  

AK: On many things. On my own personal emotions and feelings… on my understanding of my
character's complexities and really wanting to bring them forth even without explaining them. I
also based her somewhat on these beautiful pictures we had from this book called Freedom
Fighters .
There was one girl in it in a black and white photograph who just had her arms crossed. The
way she was looking at the camera made me feel, "Wow! That's my June!" There was
something about how hopeful and strong she was, yet closed-off emotionally, that I really
wanted to take and make a part of June. I also took some inspiration from a really good friend of
mine who has a kind of attitude like June has. When you first meet her, you're terrified of her.
You think she's just the meanest thing, when she's really a sweetheart, and so vulnerable
underneath it all. That's why she has to be a little tough, because she can't afford to give all her
love away. So, I really took a lot of those firsthand experiences and put them into June, too. She
was based on little pieces of a lot of different people and things.

  

KW: Another thing I was impressed with was that there was an arc, not only to June, but
to so many characters in the film. That degree of development added to the richness of
the cinematic experience.

  

AK: Seriously, that's true what you say. You see each person start one place and end up
somewhere else. How many times do you have a film where so many characters can make
such significant transitions within it? So, I agree.
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  KW: I also liked the way the movie made statements about the Civil Rights Movementwithout hitting you over the head with it.  AK: True, because you wouldn't quite say it's a story about the Civil Rights Movement, but it'sdefinitely about that era. I'm really proud of that aspect.  KW: Any truth to the rumor that you might play Philippa Schuyler in the screenadaptation of her biography, Composition in Black and White?  AK: It's something that Halle Berry really wanted to bring to life, and that we've been working onfor a little while. Hopefully, it'll pan out.  KW: Born in the Thirties, Philippa was also a child prodigy from Harlem who had oneBlack parent and one White parent. Do you think there are many parallels between yourlife and hers?  AK: Honestly, there are fewer parallels than differences. The most obvious parallel is that mymother is White and my father's Black, and that we both play classical piano. What I love aboutthe idea of playing her is that she's not me, and I'm not her. And that she was this amazingperson that too few people know about. I'm fascinated by the strangeness of that era, and hertrying to perform classical music as a Black woman back then when she had to, in essence,hide her identity just to play the music she loved. That confusion of "Who am I?" and "Where doI belong?" is just crazy and is the theme of her story that I really relate to because I think we allkind of want to find where we belong.  KW: That reminds me to congratulate you on your five recent American Music Awardnominations.  AK: Oh, thank you.  KW: Also, congrats on "Another Way to Die," the new James Bond theme for Quantum ofSolace . Ijust heard that your co-collaborator on the song, Jack White, hurt his neck. Are you stillgoing to perform it on MTV in conjunction with the movie's release as planned, or willyou have to cancel that appearance? I really love the video, although the song is achange of pace for you.  AK: I really love the song, too. Well, we really wanted to do that song together, so we're goingto pass at this point. Fortunately, he's definitely going to heal up and will soon be all right.  
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  KW: As a child with one Black parent, and one White parent, how do you feel aboutBarack Obama's candidacy?  AK: You know I love it, and that I support him. I'm confident that he's going to be the nextpresident and I refuse to accept the idea of anything else. There you have it.  KW: You not only play piano and sing, but you compose, arrange, act, and write poetryand prose. Do you have a favorite means of artistic expression?  AK: They rotate [Laughs heartily].  They really do. Sometimes, after I've been on tour for solong, I start looking forward to composing and creating again.   And after I've beensongwriting for a long stretch, I'm kind of looking forward to going outside of myself andexploring someone else.   And then sometimes it's nice to be able to sit quietly and reflect and write without any specificoutcome in mind, to just do it. So, it rotates.  KW: The Columbus Short question: Are you happy?  AK: Yes, I'm very happy.  KW: The Tasha Smith question: Are you ever afraid?  AK: Sure, but I try to push fear out of my mind, because I think you attract what you fear.  KW: Bookworm Troy Johnson asked me to ask you, what was the last book you read?  AK: The last book I read was The House on Sugar Beach: In Search of a Lost AfricanChildhood  by Helene Cooper. And now I've actually just started anovel, Song of the Cuckoo Bird by Amulya Malladi.  KW: Music maven Heather Covington was wondering, what music are you listening tonowadays?  AK: I'm listening to a mixture of Kanye West, Sergio Mendes, Fela Kuti and Common.  KW: Is there a question no one ever asks you, that you wish someone would?  AK: No. I always thought that I could figure out a really good answer to that question, but Ihaven't found it yet.  KW: Well, thanks again, Alicia [Keys], and best of luck with everything.  AK: Thank you so much. Great to talk with you and I'm looking forward to speaking with youagain soon. Oh, and Kam [Williams], make sure you tell everybody about my Black Ball onNovember 13th for my organization, Keep a Child Alive.  KW: Will do.  AK: Thank you Kam [Williams]. Take care.  KW: Bye, Alicia [Keys] .  FYI: The Fifth Annual Black Ball, a benefit for children and families in Africa with HIV/AIDS, willbe held at The Hammerstein Ballroom in New York City at 6 PM on Thursday, November 13th2008. The evening's festivities will begin with a cocktail party followed by a seated dinner withextraordinary live performances by Alicia Keys, Justin Timberlake, Joni Mitchell, Jack White,Jennifer Hudson, Emmanuel Jal and some other very special guests to be announced. Formore info, call (718) 965-1111 or visit: www.KeepAChildAlive                    

        Discography    • Songs in A Minor (2001)    • The Diary of Alicia Keys (2003)    • As I Am (2007)    • The Element of Freedom (2009)    • Girl on Fire (2012)    FilmographyYear Title  1985 The Cosby Show2001 Charmed2001, 2010 Saturday Night Live2003 American Dreams2003 The Proud Family2005 Sesame Street2006 The Backyardigans2007 Cane2007 Elmo's Christmas Countdown2007 Smokin' Aces2007 The Nanny Diaries2008 Dove: Fresh Takes2008 The Secret Life of Bees2011 Five2012 Firelight  2012 The X Factor Australia as Herself and Guest Mentor  2013 Muscle Shoals as Herself; Performance  2013 The Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete  Unknown The Ninth Wave as Lena Horne  Source: www.wikipedia.org    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  About the author of this interview: Kam Williams is a syndicated film and book critic whowrites for 100+ publications around the U.S., Europe, Asia, Africa, Canada, and the Caribbean.He is a member of the  New York FilmCritics Online , the NAACP Image Awards Nominating Committee, and Rotten Tomatoes. He is a contributor to TheLoop21.com, eurweb.comand so on.  He is also a columnist for our webmag www.megadiversities.com.  One of his interviews made the cover of Heart and Soulmagazine last fall.  One of Kam Williams' interviews with Spike Lee is included in the 2002 bookentitled Spike Lee: Interviews (Conversations with filmmakers).  This book collects the best interviews of Lee.  Some of Kam Williams' articles are translatedinto Chinese and Spanish.  In 2008, he was Voted Most Outstanding Journalist of the Decadeby the Disilgold Soul Literary Review.  In addition, he has been honored at the U.N. (for BMORENEWS GLOBAL FORUM ONWOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT) on June 15th 2012 by the Foundation for the Support of theUnited Nations (FSUN). Williams is an erudite Attorney who holds a BA in Black Studies fromCornell University, an MA in English from Brown University, an M.B.A. from The WhartonSchool, and a J.D. from Boston University. Kam Williams is a member of the Bar in NJ, NY, CT,PA, MA & US Supreme Court bars. He lives in Princeton, (New Jersey) with his wife and son.Kam Williams can be reached at kwilliams@megadiversities.com.
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